
A Breath of Fresh Air
7KH�QHZVOHWWHU�IRU�VFKRROV�IURP�WKH�+RUVHOO�&RPPRQ�3UHVHUYDWLRQ�6RFLHW\

Winter

)RU�WKH�ELUGV�WKDW�UHPDLQ�ZLQWHU�FDQ�EH�D�YHU\
KDUG�WLPH��:KHQ�WKH�JURXQG�LV�IUR]HQ�RU�FRYHUHG
LQ�VQRZ�LW�LV�YHU\�KDUG�WR�ILQG�IRRG��6RPH�VPDOO
ELUGV�QHHG�WR�HDW�KDOI�WKHLU�ERG\�ZHLJKW�LQ�IRRG
HYHU\�GD\�WR�VWD\�DOLYH��0DQ\�RI�WKH�ELUGV�WKDW
OLYH�RQ�WKH�&RPPRQ�ZLOO�PRYH�LQWR�RXU�JDUGHQV
DW�WKLV�WLPH�RI�WKH�\HDU�
,Q�P\�JDUGHQ�LQ�&KHDSVLGH��RQ�WKH�HGJH�RI�WKH
&RPPRQ��,�IHHG�WKH�ELUGV�DOO�WKH�\HDU�URXQG��2Q
P\�SHDQXW�IHHGHUV�,�KDYH�UHVLGHQW�IORFNV�RI�%OXH
7LWV�DQG�*UHDW�7LWV��$W�WKLV�WLPH�RI�\HDU�WKH\�DUH
MRLQHG�E\�/RQJ�7DLOHG�7LWV�DQG�&RDO�7LWV��,�DOVR
KDYH�D�6SDUURZ�+DZN�WKDW�UHJXODUO\�WDNHV�*UHDW
7LWV��7KLV�PD\�VHHP�FUXHO�EXW�D SDLU�RI�*UHDW�7LWV
FDQ� SURGXFH� WZR� IDPLOLHV� RI� EHWZHHQ� �� �� ��
\RXQJ�LQ�D�VXPPHU��2QO\�WZR�QHHG�WR�VXUYLYH�WR
UHSODFH�WKHP��,W�LV�WKH�KHDOWKLHVW�ELUGV�WKDW�XVX�
DOO\�VXUYLYH�
,I�\RX�GHFLGH�WR�IHHG�WKH�ELUGV�LQ�\RXU�JDUGHQ
ZKDW�NLQG�RI� IRRG�VKRXOG�\RX�SXW�RXW"�%LUGV

Blue Tit
Bright  blue cap yellow chest

Great Tit
Larger, wide black band

down yellow chest

Fieldfare

Larger than a Blackbird  grey
head and neck with red/brown

back

Redwing

Smaller than a Blackbird
pale eye-stripe reddish under wing

A hard time for the birds
+DYH�\RX�QRWLFHG�KRZ�PDQ\�UHG�EHUULHV�WKHUH
DUH�RQ� WKH�KROO\� WUHHV� WKLV�\HDU"�6RPH�SHRSOH
EHOLHYH�WKDW�LW�LV�D�VLJQ�WKDW�ZH�ZLOO�KDYH�D�KDUG
ZLQWHU���,I�WKH�ZHDWKHU�LV�EDG�LQ�6FDQGLQDYLD�RU
(XURSH�PDQ\�ELUGV�ZLOO�PRYH�WR�%ULWDLQ�GXULQJ
WKH�ZLQWHU�PRQWKV��%LUGV�OLNH�WKH�)LHOGIDUH�DQG
5HGZLQJ�ZKR�DUH�PHPEHUV�RI�WKH�WKUXVK�IDPLO\�
$ IORFN�RI�WKHVH�ELUGV�ZLOO�VWULS�D�KROO\�EXVK�RI�LW
EHUULHV�LQ�D�VLQJOH�GD\��2WKHU�ELUGV�RQO\�YLVLW�XV
GXULQJ�WKH�VXPPHU�PRQWKV��$W�WKH�HQG�RI�WKH
VXPPHU�WKH\�IO\�VRXWK�WR�6RXWKHUQ�(XURSH�DQG
$IULFD��WKLV�LV�NQRZQ�D�PLJUDWLRQ�

QHHG�IRRGV�ULFK�LQ�FDUERK\GUDWHV�DQG�IDWV�WR�KHOS
WKHP�VXUYLYH�WKH�ORQJ��FROG�QLJKWV��3HDQXWV��QRW
WKH�VDOWHG�NLQG��LQ�D�QHW�EDJ�DUH�D�IDYRXULWH��7KHVH
ZLOO�DWWUDFW�7LWV��6LVNLQV��1XWKDWFK��)LQFKHV�DQG
, KDYH� VHYHUDO� RI� WKH� EULJKWO\� FRORXUHG�*UHDW
6SRWWHG�:RRGSHFNHU�RQ�P\�IHHGHUV��0DQ\�ELUGV
OLNH� 5RELQV��'XQQRFNV�� &KDIILQFK� DQG�:UHQV
SUHIHU�WR�IHHG�RQ�WKH�JURXQG�DQG�ZLOO�HDW�NLWFKHQ
VFUDSV�OLNH�VWDOH�FDNH�DQG�EUHDG��XQFRRNHG�SDV�
WU\��FRRNHG�ULFH�RU�SDVWD��EDFRQ�ULQGV�DQG�FKHHVH�
,I�\RX�ZDQW�WR�EX\�IRRG�ZLOG�ELUG�VHHG�LV�UHDGLO\
DYDLODEOH�DQG�FRQWDLQV�D�ODUJH�UDQJH�RI�VHHG�DQG
JUDLQV�WKDW�DWWUDFW�ODUJHU�ELUGV��)RU�VPDOOHU�ELUGV
PLOOHW� LV� D� JUDVV� VHHG� WKDW� KDV� D� KLJK� VWDUFK
FRQWHQW�DQG� LV�D�JRRG�VRXUFH�RI�PLQHUDOV�DQG
YLWDPLQV��&DWIRRG�LV�DOVR�D�UHDO�WUHDW�IRU�ELUGV�
5HPHPEHU�WKDW�GULQNLQJ�LV�MXVW�DV�LPSRUWDQW�DV
IRRG� VR�PDNH� VXUH� WKDW� WKHUH� LV� DOZD\V�ZDWHU
DYDLODEOH�HVSHFLDOO\�ZKHQ�WKHUH�LV�IURVW�RU�VQRZ
RQ�WKH�JURXQG�
,
YH�KDG�RYHU����GLIIHUHQW�NLQGV�RI�ELUG�LQ�P\
JDUGHQ�UDQJLQJ�IURP�D�+HURQ��WKDW�ZDV�DIWHU�WKH
ILVK� LQ� P\� SRQG�� WR� D� *ROGFUHVW� WKH� VPDOOHVW
%ULWLVK�ELUG�
7KLV�\HDU�ZH�KDYH�KDG�WKH�UDUH�'DUWIRUG�:DUEOHU
QHVWLQJ�RQ�WKH�&RPPRQ��LQ�D�YHU\�KDUG�ZLQWHU
RYHU�����RI�WKH�ELUGV�FDQ�GLH��7KLV�LV�D�YHU\�VK\
ELUG�DQG�ZLOO�QRW�PRYH�LQWR�JDUGHQV��6R�ZH�KDYH
PDGH� SLOHV� RI� ELUFK� WULPPLQJV� QHDU�ZKHUH� LW
QHVWV� WR�SURYLGH� FRYHU� IRU� WKH� VPDOO� LQVHFWV� LW
IHHGV�RQ�LQ�FDVH�ZH�JHW�D�ORW�RI�VQRZ�

Coal Tit
Black cap white patch on back

of neck dirty pink chest

Long-tailed Tit
Black, white and pinkish

with long tail



Trees on the Common - Scots Pine
7KHUH�DUH�VHYHUDO�SODQWDWLRQV�RI�6FRWV�3LQH�RQ�WKH
&RPPRQ�PRVW�RI�WKH�ROGHVW�DQG�ODUJHVW�WUHHV�DUH
LQ�WKH�DUHD�WKDW�UXQV�IURP�RSSRVLWH�&DVWOH�5RDG
WR�WKH�6DQG\�WUDFN��6FRWV�3LQH�LV�DQ�HYHUJUHHQ�
7KH�SLQH�QHHGOHV��ZKLFK�DUH�LQ�IDFW�LWV�OHDYHV��DUH
WZLVWHG�DERXW��FP�ORQJ�DQG�JURZ�LQ�SDLUV��7KH
FRQHV�ZKLFK�DUH�WKH�IUXLW�DUH�HJJ�VKDSHG�DERXW
���FP�ORQJ�JUHHQ�WR�VWDUW��ULSHQLQJ�WR�EURZQ��,W
WKULYHV�EHVW�RQ�VDQG\�RU�JUDYHOO\�VRLO�DQG�FDQ
UHDFK�WR�D�KHLJKW�RI����PHWUHV�� ,Q WKH�RSHQ�LW�FDQ
EH� EURDG� DQG� VSUHDGLQJ�� EXW� LQ� QDUURZ� DQG
FRQILQHG�VSDFHV�LW�JURZV�WDOO�DQG�VWUDLJKW�
,I \RX�ORRN�XS�DW�WKH�WUXQN�RQ�VRPH�WUHHV�\RX�ZLOO
VHH�KROHV�DERXW�����PHWUHV�IURP�WKH�JURXQG�WKHVH

DUH�WKH�QHVW�KROHV�RI�*UHDW�6SRWWHG�:RRGSHFNHUV
RU�1XWKDWFKHV��7KH�EUDQFKHV�KLJKHU�XS�SURYLGH
QHVWLQJ�VLWHV� IRU�*ROGFUHVWV�DQG� IRRG�VLWHV� IRU
&RDO�7LWV�ZKR�SUREH� WKH� EDUN� IRU� LQVHFWV� DQG
H[WUDFW�VHHGV�IURP�WKH�FRQHV�

7KH�WUDFNV�RI�D�GRPHVWLF�GRJ
DQG�D�IR[�FDQ�VRPHWLPHV�ORRN
VLPLODU��7KH�EHVW�ZD\�LV�WR
ORRN�DW�WKH�OLQH�RI�WKH�WUDFN�
7KH� WUDFNV� RI� WKH� IR[� DUH
DUUDQJHG� LQ� DOPRVW� D
SHUIHFW�VWUDLJKW�OLQH��:LWK�D
GRPHVWLF� GRJ� WKH� WUDFN� LV
ZLGHU� DQG� HLWKHU� VLGH� RI� D
FHQWUH�OLQH�
7KH�RXWHU�WRHV�RI�D�GRJ�DUH
IXUWKHU�IRUZDUG�DQG�WKH�WUDFN
LV� DOPRVW� FRPSOHWHO\� ILOOHG
ZLWK�WKH�SDG�PDUNV��7KHUH�LV
YHU\�OLWWOH�VSDFH�EHWZHHQ�WKH
WRHV�DQG�WKH�UHDU�SDG�

Looking for a mate
,Q�)HEUXDU\�ELUGV�DQG�DQLPDOV�VWDUW�WR�SDLU�XS
EHIRUH�PDWLQJ�LQ�WKH�VSULQJ��)URJV�ZLOO�VWDUW�WR
DSSHDU� LQ� WKH� SRQGV� DURXQG� WKH� &RPPRQ�
0DOHV�ZLOO�KLWFK�D�ULGH�RQ�WKH�EDFNV�RI�WKH�IDWWHU
IHPDOHV��<RX�VKRXOG�QRW�HQFRXUDJH�\RXU�GRJV�WR
VZLP� LQ� WKH� SRQGV�� EHFDXVH� LW� LV� SDUWLFXODUO\
LPSRUWDQW�WKDW�WKH�ZLOGOLIH�LV�OHIW�XQGLVWXUEHG
GXULQJ�WKH�EUHHGLQJ�VHDVRQ�

Winter footprints
,I� ZH� KDYH� D� IDOO� RI� VQRZ� LW� ZLOO� EH� D� JRRG
RSSRUWXQLW\� WR� WU\� RXW� \RXU� WUDFNLQJ� VNLOOV�� ,I
WKHUH�LV�QR�VQRZ�WKHQ�WKH�VRIW�PXG�DURXQG�WKH
HGJH�RI�WKH�SRQGV�ZLOO�SURYLGH�HYLGHQFH�RI�WKH
DQLPDOV�WKDW�KDYH�YLVLWHG�
$V�PDQ\�SHRSOH�ZDON�WKHLU�GRJV�RQ�WKH�&RP�
PRQ�LW�EHVW�WR�HOLPLQDWH�GRJ�WUDFNV�ILUVW�

Bird hopping
(Crow) Bird walking

(Pigeon)

FoxDog

Rabbit

Squirrel

Deer

)HPDOH�IR[HV�FDOOHG�YL[HQV�FDQ�EH�KHDUG�FDOOLQJ
GXULQJ�WKH�QLJKW�IRU�D�PDWH��6RPH�SHRSOH�VD\�WKDW
LW�VRXQGV�KXPDQ��YHU\�OLNH�D�FKLOG�FU\LQJ��%LUGV
ZLOO�EHJLQ�WR�SDLU�XS�DQG�ZLOO�VWDUW�WR�GHIHQG�WKHLU
WHUULWRU\��5RELQV� LQ�SDUWLFXODU�FDQ�EH�YHU\�DJ�
JUHVVLYH� DQG� \RX� PD\� VHH� ILJKWV� GHYHORSLQJ
DURXQG�\RXU�ELUG�WDEOH��DV�WKH�PDOHV�VHH�RII�DQ\
ULYDOV��0\�UHVLGHQW�URELQ�ZLOO�WDNH�RQ�XSWR���
FKDIILQFKHV�DQG�VHQG�WKHP�DOO�IO\LQJ�RII�

+RUVHOO�&RPPRQ�3UHVHUYDWLRQ�6RFLHW\�32�%R[����:RNLQJ�*8����<8


